
WASCO COUNTY COURT 
SPECIAL SESSION 

JULY 22, 2009 

PRESENT: Dan Ericksen, County Judge 
Bill Lennox, County Commissioner 
Kathy McBride, Executive Assistant 
Lauren Haney, County Court Assistant 

ABSENT: Sherry Holliday: County Commissioner 

At 9:08a.m. Ju'dge Dan Ericksen called the meeting to order. 

The County Court briefly discussed the date for the Public Hearing on the review 
by the County Court on the decision of the Planning Commission to overturn the 
decision of the Planning Director on the request by Frank Walker & Associates 
for a replacement forest dwelling and detached garage in the F-2/EPD-8 
Forest/Sensitive Wildlife Habitat Overlay Zone. The Court suggested that the 
hearing be held on August 51

h. Todd Cornett, Planning & Development Director, 
and Gary Nychyk, Senior Planner, will be unavailable on August 51

h so it was 
decided that the Court would open the hearing on August 5th and continue the 
hearing until August 6, 2009 at 10 a.m. 

Teri Thalhofer, North Central Public Health District Director, informed the Court 
that there has been another confirmed case of the swine flu. This is the second 
confirmation. 

Commissioner Lennox updated the Court on the proposed relocation of Mid
Columbia Center for Living and La Clinica. 

A lengthy discussion occurred with Tyler Stone, Employee & Administrative 
Services Director, Karen LeBreton Coats, County Clerk, Lylas Anderson, 
Accounts Payable Clerk, Kathy McBride, Executive Assistant, and members of 
the County Court in regards to the needs of the Fair Board to have an additional 
Petty Cash Fund. The additional fund would be to pay the Indian premiums. 
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Coats noted that there is an issue of securing a 1099 form prior to the individual 
receiving their premium. They also need to obtain 1 099s for those participating 
in the demolition derby. 

The group discussed paying the individuals by check instead of cash. The 
premiums would not be paid unless the County obtained the 1099 form first. 

Stone suggested that anything over $100 to $600 would need to be paid by 
check at a later date. 

Coats stated that the issue is does the County close the Fair's checking account 
or not. If they are allowed to retain the checkbook they could be required to turn 
in the checkbook after the fair. 

McBride pointed out that the bank account for the Fair is not to exceed $2,500. 
The Fair Board is willing to be responsible to distribute and gather the 1099 
forms. · 

Judge Ericksen stated that there are two options. One is to issue the Fair Board 
a checkbook; the other is to process all checks through the Clerk's Office. 

Judge Ericksen will attend the next Fair Board meeting to discuss this issue 
further. 

Commissioner Lennox suggested that any expense over $600 should be paid by 
check through Wasco County. 

Judge Ericksen is suggesting that contest winners would receive a check and 
that the checkbooks should be closed. 

Anderson requested that she be given a number on potential contestants which 
would give her an idea on how many 1099 forms she would need to distribute to 
the Fair Board. 

Stone distributed a handout which illustrates some potential moves for various 
grant projects, (Attached as Exhibit A). A lengthy discussion on the various 
projects occurred at this time. 

Highlights of the discussion are as follows: 



WASCO COUNTY COURT 
SPECIAL SESSION 
JULY 22, 2009 
PAGE3 

• The County would be responsible for 85% of the USDA Grant. 
• The USDA Grant can be incorporated in the two American Recovery and 

Reinvestment (ARRA) Grants. 
• The USDA Grant is going to be used at the Planning & Development 

Department Remodel Project. 
• The ARRA Grant is for the installation of solar panels at Public Works and 

the La Clinica Building. It would also build another shed at the Public 
Works Building. 

• The State Parks & Recreation Grant is for the second phase at the Hunt 
RV Park in Tygh Valley. The County is just completing the first phase, 
which is the planning phase, 75% grant with a 25% required match. 

• The next two grants (DOGAMI and FEMA) are aimed at the La Clinica 
Building to bring the building up to seismic standards. 

Stone noted during the discussion that the projects would require some 
displacement of offices during the renovation. The Parole and Probation 
Remodel Project will happen sometime in August or September, 2010. They will 
need a secure office waiting area. Stone is anticipating paying for some of the 
remodel costs with the savings in rent. 

Some further discussion occurred in regards to the various remodeling projects. 

Teri Thalhofer, North Central Public Health Director, stated that they have a need 
to obtain additional space. 

Stone noted that there are two options; to provide space in Annex B or in the 
La Clinica Building. 

Some discussion occurred in regards to the needs of the Public Health District. 
Thalhofer noted that they would like to have front door access since there is no 
public access to the back of the La Clinica Building. 

Thalhofer noted her concerns regarding parking at the Annex property. 

Commissioner Lennox suggested that a memo be sent out talking about parking 
space. If vehicles are not being used on a daily basis they could be parked off 
site. 

A lengthy discussion occurred regarding the Planning & Development 
Department Remodel Project. If the ceiling at the Planning Office is lowered the 
County would be able to have Wayne Connors do the HVAC work which would 
save the County a lot of money. It was noted that the County currently has 
$32,000 budgeted for this project. 
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Stone estimated that it would cost roughly $70,000 to complete the Planning & 
Development Department Remodel Project. The County could possibly utilize 
the funding set aside for the IT Room Relocation Project. 

Stone requested that the Board approve the relocation of the Parole and 
Probation Office to the first floor of Annex B. The relocation will save the County 
$45,000 in rent payments per year. 

Further discussion occurred regarding space for Public Health. Thalhofer stated 
that she would rather move her staff in the back of the La Clinica Building if it is 
going to be a year until the renovation project is completed. 

Stone asked the Court with the three major projects (Parole and Probation, 
Planning and La Clinica) should the County try to do the work ourselves or 
should the work be contracted out. 

Commissioner Lennox stated when you hire someone they come in and get the 
work done. This would alleviate stress to our staff and keep our staff from being 
pulled away for facility emergencies. 

Judge Ericksen feels we need an analysis on these projects. With the Planning 
Remodel Project we get into the issue that we can keep this under prevailing 
wage. How do we keep the cost of the project reasonable? We need to keep 
this focused on the financial cost; not the impact to facilities services to 
Departments. Judge Ericksen would like to figure out what the savings are going 
to be. 

Stone estimated that if we do not replace the HVAC System at the Planning 
Department it would cost $40,000. If the HVAC System is replaced the cost 
would be around $70,000. The USDA Grant would cover the cost of the project. 
Stone stated if we only get the grant to do the Planning piece he would turn down 
the grant. The two solar projects will fall under the Davis Bacon requirements. 

A lengthy discussion occurred on the remodeling projects. 

Stone will discuss the remodeling project at Planning with Todd Cornett, Planning 
& Development Director, Marty Matherly, Roadmaster, and Judge Ericksen. He 
does not think that the employees will be satisfied with the County only lowering 
the ceiling. Connors is putting together numbers on the estimated cost of 
replacing the HVAC System at Planning. 

The discussion returned to providing additional office space to the Health District 
at the La Clinica Building. Thalhofer noted that she has spoken to Paul Ferguson 
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and Scott Lufkin. They have indicated that there is nothing that needs to be 
moved to facilitate the move. 

There are no janitorial services provided at the La Clinica Building. Janitorial 
services could be provided under contract with the Tri County Household 
Hazardous Waste & Recycling Program paying for the cost of the services. 

Some discussion occurred on the County being able to accept credit card 
payments. Stone noted that citizens can now purchase a dog license on line 
through pay pal. 

Stone noted that we need to set up a merchant account and then work with the 
credit card companies. There are a couple of ways that this could be done. 
Stone is under the belief that we have the ability under EDEN to set up an 
account for every Department. 

{{{Commissioner Lennox moved to approve the Special Session Consent 
Calendar of July 22, 2009 as presented. Judge Ericksen seconded the 
motion; it was then passed unanimously.}}} 

Item #1 - McBride noted that Sam Woolsey, Wasco County/The Dalles Museum 
Commission Member, received an Economic Development Grant from the 
Northern Wasco County People's Utility District for the reroofing of the Anderson 
House in the amount of $10,000. The Commission has received proposals from 
Brackenbury Construction, Wold Construction and Brown Roofing Company. 
The Museum Commission is recommending that the County Court accept the 
proposal from Brackenbury Construction in the amount of $9,400. 

{{{Commissioner Lennox moved to approve the Reroofing proposal from 
Brackenbury Construction for reroofing of the Anderson House at the cost 
of $9,400 and that the Professional Service Contract with Brackenbury 
Construction is approved. Judge Ericksen seconded the motion; it was 
then passed unanimously.}}} 
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{{{Commissioner Lennox moved to approve the Order in the matter of 
establishing a Petty Cash Fund for the Wasco County Fair in the amount of 
$9,000. Judge Ericksen seconded the motion; it was then passed 
unanimously.}}} 

At 12:08 p.m. the Court recessed. 

At 12:12 p.m. the Court reconvened. 

{{{Commissioner Lennox moved to approve the Intergovernmental 
Agreement for Document Publishing, Processing and Delivery between the 
Oregon Department of Administrative Services and Wasco County. Judge 
Ericksen seconded the motion; it was then passed unanimously.}}} 

A brief discussion occurred on the easement request from Jade LeRoux. The 
Court will inspect the property prior to rendering a decision on the request. 

At 12:18 p.m. the Court convened into Executive Session as authorized by 
ORS 192.660(2)(d) to conduct deliberations with persons designated by the 
governing body to carry on labor negotiations. 

At approximately 1:23 p.m. the Court adjourned out of Executive Session and 
returned to Regular Session. 

The Court recessed until 3:30 p.m. 

At 3:40 p.m. the Court reconvened. 

The Court was informed by Tyler Stone that County Counsel has advised us to 
sit down at the table again. 

The Court signed: 

-Satisfaction of Lien for John and Janice Crompton. 
- Satisfaction of Lien for Donald Goodenough, % John and Janice Crompton. 
-Order #09-143 in the matter of holding a Public Hearing to consider the 
adoption of an Ordinance authorizing social gaming in Wasco County, Oregon. 
- Order #09-144 in the matter of the reappointment of Les Cochenour to the 
Wasco County Civil Service Commission. 
-Order #09-145 in the matter of the reappointment of John Hutchison to the 
Wasco County Civil Service Commission. 
- Intergovernmental Agreement for Document Publishing, Processing and 
Delivery between the Oregon Department of Administrative Services and Wasco 
County. 
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- Professional Service Contract between Wasco County, Oregon and 
Brackenbury Construction. 
-Order #09-146 in the matter of establishing a Petty Cash Fund for the Wasco 
County Fair. 

At 3:42 p.m. the Court adjourned. 

WASCO COUNTY CqJRT 

Dan Enck en, County Judge 

~~ 
Bill Lennox, County Commissioner 
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WASCO COUNTY COURT 
SPECIAL SESSION 

JULY 22, 2009 

CONSENT CALENDAR 

1. Satisfaction of Lien for John and Janice Crompton. 

2. Satisfaction of Lien for Donald Goodenough, % John and Janice Crompton. 

3. Order #09-143 in the matter of holding a Public Hearing to consider the adoption 
of an Ordinance authorizing social gaming in Wasco County, Oregon. 

4. Order #09-144 in the matter of the reappointment of Les Cochenour to the 
Wasco County Civil Service Commission. 

5. Order #09-145 in the matter of the reappointment of John Hutchison to the 
Wasco County Civil Service Commission. 
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DISCUSSION LIST 

ACTION AND DISCUSSION ITEMS: 

1. Award of bid proposal received for the reroofing of the Anderson House at the 
Fort Dalles Museum Complex. 

2. Approval of the Professional Services Contract with Brackenbury Construction. 

3. Discussion on the recent Palomar Gas Transmission proposal to run a pipeline 
through Wasco County. 

4. Discussion on the letter received from Keith Mobley on behalf of Gerald Reffett. 
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